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After having looked 
at holiness from the 
viewpoints of encounter 
and mission, in this 
third article we close 
this pastoral theology 
reflection with a look 
at holiness as service.
To begin, I draw your 
attention to these 
profound and confident 
words of Father 
Palau:  I have 
nothing decided 
upon. I am 
consulting with 
the Bride of the 
Lamb [Rev 21] 
about what I must 
do in her service. I did 
not think or believe that 
this woman was a living 
being, and how surprised 
I was to meet her! Her 
presence cast into deep 
shadow all created beauty 
and loveliness (Letter 72,6).
In our busy times, times 
of great technological 
advances, we may ask 
ourselves how we can seek 
holiness through service. 
This holy Carmelite friar 
opens his heart to us 
and shines a light upon 
the path: I have nothing 
decided upon. While for 
many this might smack 
of a lack of efficiency 

and organization, it is 
not so. Rather it shows 
how he seeks his mission 
with great confidence, 
looking from the point 
of view of his Beloved.
He goes on to invite us to 
consult with the “Bride of 
the Lamb,” - his Beloved, 
the Church – about 
serving her. For a better 

understanding, in 
our day to day 
mission, serving 
the Church means 
listening to and 
responding to her 

cries, especially in 
the vulnerable and 

dispossessed, those 
who are often invisible and 
in the background of our 
urban or rural landscapes.
The key is understanding 
from the heart that service 
is the road to holiness: 
reading the signs of the 
times, not being afraid to 
get our hands dirty, giving 
of ourselves without 
counting the cost. It means 
serving and not seeking to 
be served (cf. Matt 20:28).
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H O LI N E SS  M E A N S 
S ERV I CE  WITH O UT 
M E A S U R E

LET US READ AND LEARN MORE 
ABOUT LOVE.

Father Palau is in love with the 
Church, he lives at her service: 
because I love you, I seek in service 
a means of pleasing you (MR 9,7).
In coherence with this love he seeks 
with passion to respond to the most 
urgent needs of the Church, above 
all those of its most vulnerable 
members. Thus in him is confirmed 
what Alejandro affirms in his article, 
“the path of holiness is service.” 
Only those who live for others, and 
do so passionately, travel the road 
of total configuration with Christ 
and reach the fullness of Love, of 
complete union with Christ and 
humanity,  of which sister Angela 
tells us. 
But loving with passion entails pain 
and suffering because only those 
who give life, love fully. Sister Sabina 
relates how our Sister Teresa Mira, 
who took on suffering and accepted 
it with peace, with love, knew this 
well. 
In Tarragona, where his remains 
rest, Palau ś definitive encounter 
with the Church took place. Sister 
Segunda testifies to the many 
individuals and groups who come 
to pray and ask for his intercession 
in this place. Let us read and learn 
more about Love.

serving and 
not seeking 
to be served
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